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Performance Notes

Looking at the Stars was commissioned by the Association for Music in International
Schools for the 2010 Asian Middle School Honor Band in Shanghai, China. The
premiere performance will take place at the Shanghai American School Pudong on
January 30, 2010, under the direction of Peter Lutkoski.

I briefly considered writing a piece based on Chinese folk music, but decided instead
to focus on the very nature of the commissioning ensemble — talented middle school
musicians from international schools across Asia. I find it remarkable and inspiring
how a group of young people from different nations and backgrounds can come
together to share the common experience of making music.

Looking at the Stars is a celebration of the hope and possibility embodied by the
students in the Asian Middle School Honor Band and the international schools they
represent. Unabashedly diatonic, the work comprises a few simple motives and
melodies that connect and overlap to create a musical expression of great joy.

The title comes from a quote by Oscar Wilde that I first encountered while walking
around London one night in March 2004. I stumbled upon a statue of the great author
near Trafalgar Square with the inscription: “We are all in the gutter, but some of us
are looking at the stars.” I borrowed from his quote to allude to our shared hopes
and dreams; no matter how old or young we are or where in the world we may be,
when we turn heavenward, we are all looking at the same stars.

Travis J. Cross
Blacksburg, Virginia
December 2009
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Horns 24
Timpani

Trombone 2
Trombone 3

Percussion 1
Percussion 2
Percussion 3
Percussion 4

Trombone 1
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