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Performance Notes

Things That Never Were was commissioned by the Eagan (Minn.) High School Wind
Ensemble, Thomas Maeck, conductor; Eagan High School Band Boosters; and the
Eagan High School Class of 2010 in celebration of the 20™ anniversary of Eagan
High School. The premiere performances were given by the Eagan High School
Wind Ensemble in concert on June 2, 2010, and at commencement exercises on
June 5, 2010.

The work celebrates the vision of those who founded Eagan High School, the lead-
ership of its first students, and the promise and potential of the current graduating
class and those who will follow in the future. The title comes from George Bernard
Shaw (1856-1950), who wrote in his multi-volume epic Back to Methuselah:

You see things; and you say, “Why?” But I dream things that never were;
and I say, “Why not?”

Senator Robert F. Kennedy frequently paraphrased the quote during his 1968 Presi-
dential campaign. After his assassination, his brother Edward referenced the same
quote in his eulogy. It seems especially appropriate to use the words of an Irish
playwright, popularized by a member of the preeminent Irish-American political
dynasty, to honor the high school in Eagan, a city named for an Irish immigrant.

Community and educational leaders dreamed something that never was when they
opened Eagan High School in the fall of 1989. There can be no doubt that the gradu-
ates of the twentieth-anniversary class of 2010 have big dreams, too. We can only
hope that they say, “Why not?” and follow their dreams to a fulfilling future.

Travis J. Cross
Blacksburg, Virginia
May 2010
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