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Performance Notes

When in Our Music was commissioned by the Pleasant Valley (Iowa) High School
Music Department in memory of Jana S. Witte and premiered by the Pleasant Valley
High School Wind Ensemble and Chamber Choir on March 29,2010. Drew Anderson
conducted the premiere, and Meg Byrne prepared the chorus.

Jana S. Witte was a lifelong musician and teacher who was choral accompanist for
Pleasant Valley High School at the time of her tragic passing. She previously taught
junior high and middle school vocal music for 15 years, directed church and bell
choirs and community theater choruses, and taught private students in voice, piano,
and strings. She left an indelible mark on students and faculty at Pleasant Valley, and
her influence continues through the Jana S. Witte memorial scholarships for Pleasant
Valley graduates in choir, band, and orchestra.

Her loving family also dedicated memorial funds to support the commissioning of a
new work for the Pleasant Valley High School Wind Ensemble and Chamber Choir.
They suggested a new setting of Fred Pratt Green’s text to When in Our Music God
is Glorified, and they asked for a composition that would celebrate the life, faith,
and spirit of Jana S. Witte. The resulting work sets three stanzas of the text to an
original tune.

When in our music God is glorified,
and adoration leaves no room for pride,
it is as though the whole creation cried
Alleluia!

How often, making music, we have found
a new dimension in the world of sound,
as worship moved us to a more profound
Alleluia!

Let every instrument be tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always
Alleluia! Amen.

When in Our Music celebrates the gifts of love and music that Jana S. Witte shared with
her family and countless students and colleagues throughout her life. Alleluia!

Travis J. Cross
Blacksburg, Virginia
April 2010
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